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Dr. Russell Schuh is a faculty member of the UCLA Department of Linguistics.  His research specialty is African languages, particularly languages of the Chadic family, spoken in northern Nigeria, northern Cameroon, and western Chad.  However, in teaching linguistics courses, he likes to illustrate points using examples from languages from all over the world.  His interest in the linguistics of humor arose from using cartoons and jokes to illustrate features of structure in a large UCLA General Education class, Linguistics 1“Introduction to the Study of Language”. As a sort of spin off from this, he annually teaches a freshman seminar entitled “Amusing and Abusing with Language”.  Information on his research and interests can be found at

http://www.linguistics.ucla.edu/people/schuh/
About Tonight’s Lecture

Wife (to her husband in a restaurant):  “Did you notice our waitress’s nose ring?”  
Husband:  “No.  It must not have been very loud.”

            
The humor in this exchange depends entirely on knowledge of English words and English structure.  Many jokes and various other forms of humor manipulate the sounds and grammar of a language and require that the audience do mental analysis to perceive the humor.  In this talk, I will give lots of examples of puns, cartoons, and video clips that show the types of tacit analysis that the creators and consumers of linguistic humor use.  I’m not sure that we will get to the “abusing” part, but if we do, the theme will be that here again verbal abuse cannot be translated directly—one must know the language (and the culture) to abuse appropriately and to be offended by verbal abuse.
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