SUBMIT NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, MARCH 10, 2017
2016-2017 NOMINATION FOR OUTSTANDING GRADUATING UNDERGRADUATES
1.
Submitted on behalf of faculty in the Liberal Studies program

Submitted by Emerson Case/Pam Conners
2.
Name of Outstanding Undergraduate nominee Ashlee DeMalade

Hometown   Bakersfield

3. Institutional GPA   3.94      Overall GPA  3.96      
4. School and/or community service  A.C.E.S. (All Children Excel in School) Program
5. Publications  _____________________________________________________________

6. Presentations _____________________________________________________________

7. Grants __________________________________________________________________

8. Additional Professional Activities ____________________________________________

9. Professional Memberships __________________________________________________

10. Honors Alpha Chi
11. Travels ___________________________________________________________________

12. Personal __________________________________________________________________

13. Other positive experiences ___________________________________________________

Faculty Rationale for Nomination 
Ashlee DeMalade was born and raised in Bakersfield. While many of her personal and educational experiences in the past have been negative, she believes that these moments do define her, and have shaped who she is today. 

Ashlee comes from a broken family. More accurately, she says, she comes from broken families. Ashlee bounced back and forth between her parents, never feeling close to them, and never really feeling at home. 

At school, she was bullied. She was also sick as a child. In eighth grade, she was forced to take three months off from school because she contracted Epstein Barr Virus, that later developed into Chronic Fatigue Syndrome – something that she still struggles with. 

Despite this, education has always been a priority for her and showing her younger siblings that education is important was one of her main goals. She has always wanted to show them that a future built on education is attainable. 

It was not until high school that Ashlee found herself. She went to Independence High School, and, she says, just as it’s named, Independence helped her grow to be independent from the things going on in her surroundings. He began to invest herself in school to help take away the troubles that she had going on at home. Ashlee was in forensics, cheer, the French Club, Link Crew, ASB, yearbook, and made the honor roll, and was even crowed homecoming queen during her senior year. 

Ashlee is now the first person in her family to attend a four-year university, and is a successful Alpha Chi honor society initiate, despite having no financial assistance from her family, and even having to support her family with her spare funds. Her goal is to overcome the generational cycle that occurs in her family and to prove to them that education is beneficial and can change the direction of your life. 

Ashlee has extensive experience working with children, including as a gymnastics coach, a nanny, and an afterschool program leader. She has always known that she wanted to become a teacher, because teachers were the ones that pushed her to better herself and provided encouragement along the way. 

When she was twenty, she was hired to teach for the Panama-Buena Vista Union School District’s A.C.E.S. (All Children Excel in School) Program. It was during that time that she fell in love with the idea of teaching and working with elementary school children. Working at a low-income school provided her with the opportunity to be a support system for underprivileged children. 

In addition to becoming an elementary school teacher, Ashlee also hopes to someday earn a Ph.D., so that she can show future educators how much of an impact they can make in the lives of children. She hopes to teach in schools around the world because she knows that for every child that she can reach, her life will be changed forever. 
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