The 2017 Li’i Pearl Award Winner
Hana Qwfan
Hana Qwfan’s service on campus and in the community is impressive. Currently, she is Publicist for the Muslim Student Association, overseeing the advertising and promoting of events, including their recent and successful Hijab Challenge, which was organized to foster awareness and support of a woman’s choice to wear the hijab. Hana is also a student assistant to the advisors of the School of Natural Sciences, Mathematics and Engineering and a member of the Sisters of Azimah, a local female Islamic youth group. The word “Azimah,” translating from the Arabic as the idea of backbone, exemplifies the young women’s identification with strength, dedication, and support. In January of this year, Hana and fellow members organized a traditional salon gathering dinner party, where they discussed their ambitions, inspirations and hardships as young Muslim women; and in September of last year, the group participated in Pious Projects of America’s National Feed the Hungry Campaign. Altogether, the campaign made over 25,000 meals in homeless shelters across twenty cities. Last but not least, Hana is a Beta reader for a 
Canadian creative writing student. She has been working on the student’s manuscript as practice for a career in editing, which she aspires to as an English major.

The 2017 Betty Creative

Writing Award Winners

Poetry
First Place - $500
Barry Ramirez
"The Lost Dream"

Second Place - $300
Hana Qwfan
"Sentiment Being Told Not to Speak Aloud" 
Third Place - $200
Julia Edith Rios
"Growing Up In No Particular Order" 
Short Story
First Place - $500
Julia Edith Rios
"Beliefs"

Second Place - $300
Bailey Russell
"Knight Errant"

Third Place - $200
Annie Russell
"Rise"

Drama
First Place - $500
Sabrina Melissa Corona
"Bruised"

Second Place - $300
Anthony Jauregui
"There’s No Such Thing as Diet Soda"
Third Place - $200
Barry Ramirez
"The Last Mile" 
The 2017 Li’i Pearl Outstanding Student in English Award
Supported through the great generosity of the Pearl and Bandy families since 2007, The Li’i Pearl Outstanding Student in English Award was created by an anonymous donor and named in honor of Julia ‘Li’i’ Pearl to honor a student who has made a special contribution to the department, the school, the university, and the community at large and who serves as a "proud representative" of the department.
The 2017 Betty Creative Writing Awards

Supported through the tremendous generosity of Dr. Stafford Betty since 2010, The Betty Creative Writing Awards are presented annually to honor the creative work of students at the undergraduate and graduate levels at California State University, Bakersfield and California State University, Bakersfield – Antelope Valley Campus. Awards are given in three categories – Poetry, Short Story, and Drama.
