
A. The Dorms 
The six residence halls house up to 350 

students. Their informal names, Lorien, Entwood, 
Dobry, Rivendell, Numenor, and Rohan, are place 
names from the Middle Earth novels of J. R. R. 
Tolkien, which include The Hobbit and The Lord of 
the Rings cycle. 

B. The First Buildings 
In September, 1970, when the first students 

began their studies at what was then California 
State College, Bakersfield, this was the center of 
the campus. The buildings in sight are CSUB's 
oldest. The stucco walls were finished in beige to 
match the color of the site's soil. Patches of bright, 
conrrasting colors save the exteriors from drabness, 
and the shade from the distinctive trellises is 
welcome in the hot months. The vines that cover 
the trellises are wisteria, and they bloom lavishly in 
April and May. 

The first commencements were held in this 
quadrangle, always on warm evenings in early 
June. The faculty and the graduates' friends and 
families sat facing north in folding chairs, and the 
graduates walked across the terrace to receive their 
diplomas. In the dusk, behind the seating, children 
played-CSUB has always attracted many older 
students, and when they graduate, their children 
come to watch. 

The architects for these buildings were Eddy 
and Paynter Associates of Bakersfield. The campus 
was master planned by Victor Gruen Associates. 

C. The Rose Garden 
The rose garden began in the early 1970's 

when Walter Stiern Sr. died. He was the father of 
Kern's long-time state senator, Walter W Stiern, 
for whom the library is named, and his family 
arranged to have the 300 bushes of his beloved 
garden transplanted to the campus to enhance the 
landscaping of the new college. 

A Gift Campus 

This area is one of the finest in the world for 
producing roses: fertile soil, good water, plenty of 
sun, and a long growing season. Three-quarters of 
the nation's bareroot roses begin life in Kern 
County. The local rose industry farms 5,000 acres 
centered around the town ofWasco, twenty miles 
northwest of the campus. 

Jackson Perkins, a leading grower, has been 
generous in replacing and adding to the roses. In 
the spring of 1994 the firm gave the campus over 
160 AARS (All American Rose Selection) varieties. 
Chrysler Imperial, the 1953 AARS selection, was a 
particular favorite of the elder Mr. Stiern, who 
thought no rose garden should be without it. The 
1994 selections, Sweet Inspiration, Solitude, 
Caribbean, and Midas Touch, have been planred, 
too, as will the 1946 selection, Peace. 

The university's groundskeepers provide the 
basic care for the garden, but rose enthusiasts from 
the campus's Sixty-Plus Club come regularly when 
the roses are in bloom (April to November) to 
remove spent blooms. 

This past January the Club and the Kern 
County Rose Society sponsored a pruning event. 
Experts showed visitors from the community how 
to prune the roses. 

D. Maria Nordman's Tree Environment. 
The artist Maria Nordman lives in Santa 

Monica but has worked extensively throughout the 
United States and Europe. Her Tree Environment, 
located one hundred yards north of the Stiern 
Library, was funded by The National Endowment 
for the Arts in 1979. 

She selected two of the oldest and most long
lived species of trees, the Chinese ginko and the 
coast redwood. She planted the ginkos in concen
tric squares, the redwood in concentric circles. The 
square within the ginkos is lawn, while the center 
of the redwood circles has been left in its natural 
state and contains the indigenous plant life of the 

When the decision to establish a campus in Kern County was announced, at least six local landowners 
offered free land. The offers were not entirely altruistic. The landowners all knew that a campus in the midst 
of their property would increase the value of their remaining land, and so the competition to donate a site 
was spirited. In 1967 the Trustees of the California State Colleges accepted the Kern County Land 
Company's offer of 370 acres. Whether coincidentally or not, the southwest has been the fastest growing 
section of Bakersfield ever since, and the metropolitan area's center of population has moved closer to the 
campus. 

The Kern County Land Company at one time owned over 400,000 acres in Kern. If other holdings in New 
Mexico and Arizona were counted, the company controlled over a million acres and compared in size to the 
King Ranch of Texas. In the thirties an average of 75,000 head of cattle grazed the company's land. The 
New Mexico and Arizona ranges were used for breeding, the Kern County land for fattening. In Kern County, 
the company's cattle would graze the drier land to the north of the river and the foothills south of the valley 
during the winter and spring; in summer and fall the cattle would move to the delta of the Kern River with its 
irrigated alfalfa. Some of the Company's land was farmed, usually share-cropped. The company supplied the 
land and the water and took one-third of the crop. Potatoes were being raised on the site when the construc
tion of the campus began in 1969. 

The Kern County Land Company had been formed in 1890 by J. B. Haggin and Lloyd Tevis. Much of the 
Company's land was acquired under a state law which gave swamp land to anyone who drained it. The 
campus, however, was part of the Gates tract, a large holding owned briefly by Isaac Gates of New York. 
Gates had acquired it from the Southern Pacific Railroad, which had received the land from Congress. The 
Gates tract formed the core of the Kern County Land Company holdings. 

The Kern County Land Company was acquired by Tenneco in 1967. 

Why Much of the Campus 
Remains Undeveloped 

In the nineteenth century new colleges often 
opened on forty-acre campuses, a quarter of a 
quarter section, at the edge of town. For many 
decades campuses of that size were big enough 
for almost every college and university. But when 
enrollments mushroomed in modern times, and 
the campuses had to become larger, typically the 
community had grown around the campus. A 
university would often find that its campus was 
surrounded by fine homes and prosperous 
businesses. Land adjacent to the existing campus 
could be acquired only at enormous expense. 
Growth was difficult and sometimes impossible. 
Sometimes a campus had to grow in an inefficient, 
checkerboard fashion, with bits and pieces all over 
town. 

Since World War II the administrations of 
California 's public colleges and universities have 
always tried to start the universities with cam
puses large enough to accommodate many 
thousands of students. CSUB's campus, for 
example, is easily large enough for 12,000 
students. (Enrollment in 1994 was about 5,000.) 
At the same time, landscaping and landscape 
maintenance is expensive. While campuses are 
growing, state budgets, taxpayers will be glad to 
hear, provide only enough money to landscape the 
parts of the campus actually in use. The rest 
remains undeveloped, unless the campus can 
raise money from the community for landscaping. 

San Joaquin Valley. The placement of the trees 
forms interior and exterior spaces as well as 
walkways in and around. The tall, slender, dark 
shapes of the redwood contrast with the shorter, 
more rounded shapes and the lighter green of the 
ginkos. The redwoods are evergreen, while the 
ginko leaves turn a beautiful bright yellow before 
they fall. Their similarities and differences may 
suggest masculinity and femininity, while their 
placement and arrangement hint of sacred groves 
or primitive temples like Stonehenge. The site has 
been laid out in relation to astronomical cycles. 
Walking through the groves at different times of 
day and different times of year generates an 
awareness of the subtle life systems which resonate 
between man and nature. 

E. Alumni Park 
East of the Stiern, a man-made brook curves 

past an arcade of purple-leafed plum trees into a 
quiet pond with lilies, koi, and gold fish. Liq
uidambars and flowers add color along the stream. 
Although more trafficked now than when enroll
ments were lower, the park remains what it was 
planned to be: a secluded retreat just steps away 
from main campus walkways. 

The park dates from the early eighties. In
spired by the "Give a tree to CSB" campaign, the 
Alumni Association contributed $20,000 for 
landscaping. Alumni, staff, and local Boy Scouts 
contributed labor. The park was planned by Gus 
Beatty, a CSUB graduate who is now the campus's 
Director of Computer Services. 
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North of the park and east of the parking lot, 
one of the campus's larger memorials, twenty-one 
young redwoods and three granite slabs, honors 
local men and women who died in the service of 
our country and deceased members of the Retired 
Officers Association. 

F. The Sports Complex 
CSUB's wrestlers train in the Antonino Sports 

Center, a building built with donated material and 
labor arranged for by John Antonino, a local 
businessman. 

Two-thirds of the cost of the Hillman Aquatic 
Center was contributed by the community. The 
pool is the size used in Olympic competition. The 
swimmers who train here have dominated NCAA 
Division II competition for the last decade. 

G. The Environmental Studies Area 
and the Facility for Animal Care and 
Treatment (FACT) 

While its tall trees are very noticeable from 
Stockdale Highway, ESNFACT is hard to find 
once you're on campus. Squeezed between the 
Friant-Kern Canal and the CSUB softball dia
mond, accessible only by passing through Parking 
Lot I, the area once was an old farmstead and then 
a nursery for the early stages of the campus's 
landscaping. Hundreds of shrubs and trees were 
donated to the new institution by local growers. 
They were augmented in the late 1960's by 
contributions of official state trees from forty-two 
states. Some of the plants were used in campus 
landscaping, but in 1973 the "tree farm'' was 
turned over to the Biology Department for a 
natural history studies area. The ESA consists of 
varied habitats, including dense woods, desert 
shrub, a grassy field, and a freshwater pond, which 
are used by students, faculty, and visiting scientists 
to study plants, animals, water, and atmosphere. A 
walk through the deep shade of the grove on a hot 
day is an our-of-doors experience different from 
any other available in this area. 

One of the major projects at ESA is the 
Facility for Animal Care and Treatment (FACT) 
which was founded in 1975 by Dr. Ted Murphy to 
rescue injured birds of 
prey and return them 
to the wild. Each year 
hundreds of hawks, 
owls, eagles, and kit 
foxes are treated by Dr. 
Murphy and his 
students. And each 
year thousands of 
school children and 
adults visit the facility 
for a guided tour of the 
project. Non-releasable 
birds of prey from 
Kern County are on 
exhibit, including 
recently a golden eagle, 
horned owls, redtail 
hawks, and prairie falcons. Teachers and scout 
leaders are provided with a training session and 
classroom materials to supplement their field trip. 
Cal State students give interpretive talks on pond 
ecology, raptor biology, and endangered species 
during a one-hour walk through the wooded 
portion of ESA. The educational opportunity is 
free. The facility is open to the public during 
FACT Open House from 1:00 to 4:00p.m. on the 
first Saturday of each month. Group tours may be 
arranged by calling 664-3167. FACT is supported 
primarily by contributions and fund-raising 
activities. 

Memorials 
Around the lawns and under the trees are many 

bronze plaques, and a walker soon realizes that this 
campus has an unusually large number of memorials. 
The memorials give rise periodically to rumors that the 
groundskeepers supplement their salaries by conduct
ing burials, but nothing could be further from the truth. 
The campus has no graves. Many memorials are there 
simply because someone gave money to the university. 
When state funds proved inadequate to landscape the 
campus, money was raised by the "Give a Tree to CSB" 
campaign, and by the sale of memorials. For a small 
donation anyone could have a plaque. Parts of the 
campus would otherwise still be treeless. 

Other memorials commemorate professors, staff, 

Why the Campus is So Flat 
The campus lies just inside the northern edge of 

what was, 150 years ago, the delta of the Kern River. 
Many large rivers, when they reach the flat, /ow-lying 
land bordering coasts, divide into multiple channels 
which spread out in the shape of a fan; these are 
deltas. The Kern formed a triangular delta, too, about 
fifteen miles on each side, but this delta was far from 
the sea. Dividing near what is now downtown 
Bakersfield, the flow of the Kern spread through shifting 
shallow distributaries south to Kern Lake, or west and 
southwest to Buena Vista Lake. These lakes were 
shallow evaporating ponds, and their shorelines 
fluctuated greatly according to the amount of water that 
the Kern brought into the Valley; one nineteenth century 
traveller estimated that they covered forty square miles 
when he saw them. Occasionally a wet year would 
overflow both lakes, and their waters would drain off to 
the north, eventually reaching San Francisco Bay; 
thanks to these periodic overflows, the lakes never 
became salty. 

corner of the delta; the present channel of the Kern 
bordered it on the north, while another channel formed 
the eastern edge. To the south and west the "island" 
was edged, at least in wet seasons, by increasingly 
marshy ground. 

The material carved out of the Kern River Canyon by 
the fast-flowing mountain river was carried to the Valley 
where the _river slowed and dropped its sediment in the 
river bed. The bed would gradually fill in. Eventually a 
flood would cause the river to overflow its banks and 
find a new channel. The river always sought the lowest 
ground for its new channel, and that low ground would 
be filled in next. Working this way over millions of years, 
the river leveled the valley. 

The ponds and the few small hills on campus were 
created by bulldozers, and the boulders seen here and 
there about the campus were brought by trucks for 
landscaping. The boulders may have come from the 
mouth of the Kern River canyon east of Bakersfield 
where the river, rushing from the steep canyon, left the 
larger pieces which it eroded from the Sierra, while the 
smaller particles and grains of sand were spread out 
over the valley floor farther west. 

The delta was often marshy, with backwaters, 
sloughs, and swamps. The Panama District was so 
named because it was malarial. Kern Island, the old 
name for Bakersfield, was the upstream, higher, drier 

H. The Trophies 
The trophies in the lobby of the Activity 

Center show CSUB's success in Intercollegiate 
Athletics. Among many, many achievements, these 
are notable: The men's basketball team won back 
to back national championships in NCAA Divi
sion II in 1993 and 1994. The male swimmers 
have dominated Division II competition for a 
decade. The wrestlers won eight Division II 
championships, and now compete in Division I 
against the strongest teams in college wrestling. 
Women's teams have won Division II champion
ships three times in softball and once in volleyball. 
CSUB students have won individual champion
ships in both men's and women's track and field. 
The university also competes in women's tennis 
and swimming and men's soccer. 

I. The Science Building Exhibits 
The exhibits in the Science Building are the 

closest thing to a science museum in the Bakers
field area. They are often part of school children's 
visits to campus. Most were donated. 

The best displays are found on the two floors 
of the main lobby area. Here are mounted 
heads, large and small, of African game: 
antelopes, giraffe, zebra, and buffalo. The 
heads were given to CSUB by Professor 
Jack Rowe of Bakersfield College in 1979. 
Surrounding the lobby are exhibits 
designed by an artist who worked at the 
Smithsonian. They illustrate the evolution 
of the horse and other ungulates. There 
are also fossils from two important Kern 
County sites, the McKittrick tar pits and 
Sharktooth Hill. 

Also in the lobby are displays of 
California birds, mammals, and reptiles, a 
large skeletal cast of a carnivorous Triassic 
reptile, and a recording seismograph. 

Other cases in the corridors 
display minerals of Kern County, a 

seashore scene (first floor), a large collection of 
rocks and minerals (second and third floors) and 
occasional exhibits of faculty research. 

J. Donahoe Hall 
The campus's main classroom and office 

building is named after Dorothy Donahoe who 
represented Kern County in the state assembly for 
many years. She was a leader in the campaign to 
bring a state university to the Bakersfield area and 
in establishing California's Master Plan for higher 
education. 

or students; the Kegley and Spencer memorials on the 
south and north sides of Faculty Towers are for two 
especially well-regarded founding faculty, the first chairs of 
the Philosophy/ Religious Studies Department and of the 
English Department. West of the bookstore the Callison 
memorial commemorates the campus 's first business 
manager. The bushy green plants that form the initials, 
"CSB, " one hundred yards west of the library, near the bus 
stop, were planted by the co-workers of Carroll Cox, the 
campus's first groundskeeper. His memorial plaque is 
underneath the bushes. The memorial phenomenon has to 
do with the campus being a small community where people 
know and, generally, like one another. The human scale 
prevails at CSUB. 

Donahoe Hall is no beauty, bur it is at the 
heart of the campus and, like a catalyst, the 
building seems to make things happen. One never 
walks through without seeing people meeting, and 
much campus business is transacted informally in 
its wide main corridor. Its indoor walkways, one of 
which connects by a bridge to the Science Build
ing, are welcome alternatives to the sidewalks on 
hot, cold, or rainy days. The supergraphics along 
the main corridor were trendy in the seventies, 
when the building was erected. The exhibit cases 
often display interesting collections. The number 
of messages and announcements posted on its 
bulletin boards verges on the astronomical. 

K. The Stiern Library 
The Walter W Stiern Library opened in 

January, 1994. Its 150,000 square feet house more 
than a third of a million volumes, but the 
building's capacity is about 800,000 volumes. 

Most of the attractive furniture and part of the 
electronic infrastructure were purchased with 
funds donated by friends of the _univ~rsity. The 
donor's wall lists only those who contributed more 
than $1 ,000; several times as many people made 

Wildlife 
A casual visitor may notice the California 

Ground Squirrels and Pocket Gopher mounds 
on the lawns and the House Sparrows in the 
parking lots, but many other animals typical of 
the San Joaquin Valley also inhabit the CSUB 
campus, including several sensitive species. 
The San Joaquin Kit Fox, a federally-listed 
endangered species, has occupied dens on 
campus since the first days of the College. 
Although less numerous now, it can occasion
ally be seen in a dry grassy field during the 
day, or cruising through a parking lot at night. 
The Burrowing Owl, which is being considered 
for listing as an endangered species, was 
very common ten years ago; the conversion of 
open fields to athletic facilities and the 
construction of new buildings and parking lots 
has reduced the population here to a few 
pairs. Both fox and burrowing owl hunt day or 
night. They prey on the squirrels and gophers, 
as well as lizards, insects, and birds. 

The Tipton Kangaroo Rat, which was 
evicted from the area by intense farming, has 
re-occupied parts of the campus. This gentle 
little rodent is also an endangered species, 
and serves as food for both the Kit Fox and 
Burrowing Owl. Gopher Snakes, three species 
of lizards, several kinds of amphibians, bats, 
and many song and field birds (Mockingbird, 
Linnet, Robin, Hummingbird, Killdeer, 
Mourning Dove, and Meadowlark) are part of 
the food chain. They add to the prey base of 
other predators, such as Horned Owl, Barn 
Owl, American Kestrel, Redtail Hawk, Long
tailed Weasel, and American Badger. 

While many of the animals are year-round 
residents, others such as Mallard Ducks, Cliff 
Swallows, and Greenbacked Herons come to 
CSUB for summer nesting or, like White
crowned Sparrows, spend the winter at the 
Environmental Studies Area. 

Unfortunately, well-fed domestic dogs and 
capable, muscular cats also roam the 
campus. They harass and prey on our unique 
and sensitive native species or kill the 
animals on which they depend for food. 
Another threat to the campus 's wild animals 
is the continued growth of the university. 
Mitigation measures are undertaken regularly, 
but ultimately new buildings, parking lots, and 
roads are built at the expense of habitat. On 
the campus as in the larger world, the desire 
to develop and the urge to preserve conflict. 
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