Digi File #: Tape Number(s): |, g4

California State University, Bakersfield
Walter W. Stiern Library Historical Research Center
Oral History Project
INTERVIEW SUMMARY

Please fill out 1-12. If the tape is to be deposited at the California State University, Bakersfield Archives, submit
the recording, the transcript (if any), release forms signed by the interviewer and interviewee, and this form to
the Archivist. Recordings will not be accepted without release forms and this Interview Summary.

1. Name of Interviewee: Ralph Anthony

2. Address:

3. Date and place of birth:

4. Place of longest residence:

5. Date and place of interview: October 30, 1977. Bakersfield, CA.
6. Length of recording: 25 pages

7. Name, address, and email of interviewer:

Ralph Ben Jester

Archive use only

A. Format: [ [ Audio Video Both

B. First draft transcribed by: Bureau of Land Management Date: 1978
C. Final transcription by: Date:

D. Transcription edited by: Date:

E. Transcription forwarded to Catalog Dept. (date):

F. Releases on File? Interviewee Interviewer

Yes, w/o stipulations 0 ]

Yes, w/stipulations

No

Describe any stipulations:


clivingston
Typewritten Text
Digi File #: 

clivingston
Typewritten Text
Tape Number(s):


8. Historical importance:

Ralph Anthony moved to Bakersfield, California in 1948. Anthony was one of fourteen children
whose father was the pastor and founder of St. Peter Missionary Baptist Church in Bakersfield.
Anthony became the director of the Friendship House in Bakersfield in 1971. Anthony describes
what life was like for the early African-American community in Bakersfield. He retells stories
heard from early pioneers about the first migration of freed slaves into Kern County for use in the
fields, and goes on to describe the employment opportunities and limitations that many of these
early settlers came up against. Anthony details his own experiences growing up and working in
Kern County, as well as the services of the Friendship House that were designed to improve the
lives of the black community members as they struggled to live and work in poor and often
discriminatory conditions.

9. Subjects discussed:

Migration, Red Light District, Agriculture, Cotton Fields, Oilfields, Early Bakersfield, Cowboys,
Discrimination, Race, African-American Communities, Labor, Ku Klux Klan, Friendship House,
Social Services, Poverty, Low-income Communities, Educational Development.

10. Names mentioned:

Ralph Anthony, William Pinckney (Pinkney), David Pinckney, llidia Reese, D. Weber, Wilmer
Lowell, Dr. Ellis Rogers, Judd, Weill, Professor White (first Black band in Kern County), Sheriff
John Kelly, Tejon cowboys, Miller and Lux cowboys, George Coffee cowboys, Amanda
Randolph, Hinda Randolph, William Beckworth, Walter and Mary Low Massie, Mrs. Davis, Bessie
Owens, Lowery family, Pearlie Mae Wlnters Lowery, Abernathy famlly, Railsback family, Houston
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11. Period: [][-1920: []1]1920-1930: [][1930-1940: [1[1940-1950:

[]]1950-1960: 1960-1970: 1970-1980: 1980-

12. Accompanying material:
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